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Special Souvenir Number 


The cover of the Centennial issue of SPRAGUE'S JOURNAL 
OF MAINE HISTORY, which began in 1913 and ceased pub- 
lication shortly after his death in 1926. 

BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S REGIONAL 
HISTORY CENTER HOSTS EXHIBIT, " JOHN 
FRANCIS SPAGUE: DISSEMINATING MAINE 
HISTORY IN THE EARLY 20th CENTURY” 

During the summer of 1999, the Society's Regional 
History Center was established to focus on the history of 
Northern New England. This expanded mission was clear- 
ly in evidence with the exhibit that opened in the Dr. 
Moses Mason House meeting room in August, which is on 
loan from the L. C. Bates Museum in Hinckley and made 
possible by a grant from the Maine Humanities Council. 
Titled "John Francis Sprague: Disseminating Maine 
History in Early 20th Century Maine", the exhibit cele- 
rates the remarkable life of J.F. Sprague, who overcame a 
serious physical handicap (club feet), neglect by his par- 
ents (in part due to their Millerite faith), and little formal 
education to become one of the leading Maine historians 
in the early years of the 20th century. Sprague educated 



A group of Bethel Cub Scouts visited the Dr. Moses Mason 
House this fall with Persis Post, who provided many details 
about life in the early 19th century. After the tour, Society 
Director Stanley R. Howe, discussed his scouting days in 
Bethel with them as part of their heritage experience at the 
Society's Regional History Center. 

himself in the law and became a lawyer followed by service 
in both houses of the Maine Legislature. Here he was a 
leader in progressive causes, including women suffrage and 
the environment, long before these issues attracted a popu- 
lar following. He may also have been an important influ- 
ence upon Percival Baxter in attracting the future benefac- 
tor's interest in Mt. Katahdin. Sprague's most visible con- 
tribution to the study of Maine's past was his SPRAGUE'S 
JOURNAL OF MAINE HISTORY, which he edited, pub- 
lished, and distributed for over a dozen years beginning in 
1913 and ending with his death in 1926. A lecture series on 
Maine historians, sponsored in part by the Maine 
Humanities Council, was also featured during the year. 

Sprague had ties with the Bethel area. His grandfather, 
James Sprague, who fought in the Revolutionary War, 
moved to Bethel in 1816 in what is now the town of 
Hanover and remained there until his death in 1835. He is 
buried in the Hanover Cemetery along with his second 
wife and other family members. His first wife, Mary 
Bartlett, the grandmother of John, was the daughter of 
Ebenezer Bartlett of Sudbury Canada (now Bethel). Born 
in 1761, she died in Monmouth in 1805. He later married 
Nancy Richards of Bath before moving to Bethel. J.F. 
Sprague's father, Elbridge Gerry Sprague (born in 1798), 
moved from Bethel to Sangerville, where he died in 1867. 

John Francis Sprague had another tie with Oxford 
County. When he decided to become a lawyer, he sought 
out Alvah Black, a prominent attorney and legislator at his 
Paris Hill office. He read law with him for two years (1876- 
78) before returning to Monson to establish his own law 
office and begin his remarkable career as lawyer, legisla- 
tor, and leading Maine historian. 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

As of 20 December 1999, over $400,000 has been raised 
from cash, stock, gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges 
from over 360 donors. 

Corporate Gifts 
Northeast Bank $25,000 
Exxon Corporation $1000 
Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC $5000 

Foundation Grants 
Betterment Fund $75,000 (Challenge) 

Bingham Trust $10,000 
Davis Family Foundation $25,000 
Simmons Foundation $7,500 

Room Naming Opportunities 

($25,000 or more) 

Joan Edwards St. Clair Goodhew, Atlanta, GA 
Dr. John and Jane Champe Payne, Baltimore, MD 
Robert and Janet Spidell, Anaheim, CA 
Henry and Patricia Stewart, Boston, MA 
Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Brooklin 
Michael S. Stowell, Lovettsville, VA 
Mary Valentine/Richard Valentine, Bethel 

Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman True Associates 
(Donors of $10,000 or more) 

Walter and Carolyn Hatch, Bethel 

Enoch Foster Partners 
(Donors of $5000 to $9999) 

Anonymous (2) 

Robert Goodwin 
Richard and Sally Taylor, Bethel 
Edmond and Sudie Vachon, Bethel 

Agnes Hastings Straw Circle 
(Donors of $2500 to $4999) 

Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel 
Dexter and Janet Stowell, Bethel 

Dr. William B. Lapham Honor Society 
(Donors of $1000-$2499) 

Anonymous (2) 

Alvin and Lee Barth, Bethel 
Bethel Rotary Club in Honor of Roger R. Conant 
and John B. Head 
Ted and Kitty Chadbourne, Bethel 
Stephen and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick 
Geoffrey and Martha Fuller Clark, Portsmouth, NH 
Howard and Virginia Cole, Bethel 
Dana and Barbara Douglass, Bethel 
Colwyn and Judith Haskell, Bethel 
William and Susan Herlihy, Bethel 
Dick and Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel 
Jane and Richard Hosterman, West Bethel 
Rep. Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel 
Rebecca Kendall, Bethel 
Alden and Mabel Kennett, Bethel 
Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA 


(Capital Campaign) 

Helen Morton, Bethel 
George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel 
Dean and Priscella Walker, Kittery 
Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry 

21st Century Club 

(Donors of $999 in honor of the Society's occupancy 
of the Foster-Straw House in 1999) 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel 

Robert Chapman Founders 

(Donors of $500 to $998) 

Anonymous 2 

Allan and Mary Alice Hastings Bancroft, Paris 
Barbara H. Brown, South Paris 
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske, Bethel 
John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA 

George and Virginia Hastings Gamble, Bethel 
Robert W. and Betty Ann Hastings, Bethel 
Ronald and Marguerite Kendall, Bethel 
Robert and Virginia Keniston, Bethel 
William H. Kieffer, 111, Boston 
Roy Killgore, Guadalupe, CA 
John and Margaret King, Lakeland, FL 
David and Ann Hastings Morton, Hanover 
Persis Post, Bethel 
Martin Silver, Norway 

Donald and Constance Vautour, West Bethel 


Friends of the Robinson House 
(Donors of up to $499) 

Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; John Amann, New York, 
NY; Esther Anderson, Brockton, MA; Ernest and- Alberta 
Angevine, Bethel; Jean Anton, Locke Mills; Roberta 
Arbree, Randolph, NH; M/M James Auman, Warren, NJ; ' 
Elizabeth Bane, Bethel; Romeo and Jo Baker, Newry; 
Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, Delray 
Beach, FL; Donald and Jan Barnhart, San Mateo, CA; 
M/M Robert Barrell, Jr., West Boylston, MA; John and 
Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; D.A. Bean Enterprises, 
Bethel; Evelyn T. Bean, Bryant Pond; Kathleen Bean, 
Bryant Pond; Bessie Bennett, Bethel; Randall H. Bennett, 
Bethel; Capt. Richard and Frances Bernier, Bethel; Alfred 
Bianchi, Shrewsbury, MA; Allyn Billings, Brattleboro, VT; 
Anne Booske, Lancaster, PA; Roberta D. Bordanaro, 
Granby, CT; A.W. and Florine Bowden, Bethel; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Arlene Brown, Bethel; 
Armenthia Brown, Owings Mills, MD; Caroline Brown, 
Colorado Spring, CO; Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA; 
Norma Buck, Oxford; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Donald and 
Mary Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Catherine Canavan, Cool, 
CA; William and Sandra Carignan, Rumford Center; 
Frances Carleton, Dixfield; Ina Carey, Framingham, MA; 
Irving Carver, White Bear Lake, MN; Roberta Chandler, 
Lovell; Ethel Chapman, West Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, 
Bethel; A1 and Doris Chiaradonna, North Reading, MA; 
Donald M. Christie, Jr., M.D., Poughkeepsie, NY; Norman 
and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Honorable Susan Collins, 
Bangor; Ben B. Conant, South Paris; Stanley Coolidge, 
Oxford; David Cordelia, Shrewsbury, MA; Allen and 
Jacquelyn Cressy, Chelmsford, MA; Eva Conroy, Auburn; 
Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel; Jack and Sue Cross, 
Bethel; Richard and Grace Douglass, Bethel; Richard and 
Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard G. Durnin, Noway; 
Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Margaret Edwards, 


(Capital Campaign) 

Upton; Robert and Mary Eichel, Bethel; Howard and 
Alice Fales, West Redding, CT; Raymond Fales, 
>Waitsfield, VT; Donald and Ruth Feeney, Bethel; Jane 
Fife, Salt Lake City, Utah; Norman and Barbara 
Ferguson, Hanover; Allan Fraser, Bethel; Doris Fraser, 
Bethel; Marion Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Shirley and 
Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel; Goodwin's Insurance, 
Norway; Gordon and Mary Gillies, Hebron; E. Dillon 
Gillies, Bethel; Dr. and Mrs. John Glascock, Cedar Falls, 
LA; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; William and Marguerite 
Graham, Bethel; Anne Grasso, Providence, RI: Gray 
Marketing Co., Bethel; Jean Grover, Bethel; Mona 
Grover, Bethel; Rupert and Suzanne Grover, Norway; 
Frances Harding, South Paris; Carolyn and Tom 
Harrison, Portland; Stephen and Susan Hart, Billerica, 
MA; John and Jean Hartranft, Jr., Rumford; Florence 
Hastings, Bethel; William and Virginia Hastings, 
Shelburne, NH; Michael and Leslie Hathaway, Conway, 
NH; Barbara Healy, Waterville; Clayton and Helen 
Heath. Norway; Pamela S. Heydon, Wilton, CT; Scott 
Heydon, Shaker Heights, OH; Elizabeth Hines, Brooklin; 
Ruth Holmes, Bryant Pond; Adolf U. Honkala, 
Midlothian, VA; Kathy McLeod Hooke, Bethel; Allan 
Howe, Bethel; Geraldine Howe, Bethel; John Gregory 
Howe, Gettysburg, PA; Roland and Sally Huston, Rye, 
NH; Lee and Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Vernon 
Ingraham, Wareham, MA; Dana and Mildred Jackson, 
Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA; Royden and 
Alice Keddy, Gorham; Ardith A. Kelly, Salinas, CA; Earlon 
and Mary Keniston, Bethel; Lois Kilroy, Bethel; Edie- 
J Ellen Kimball, Newburyport, MA; John King, Lakeland, 
FL; Jon Kirssin, Mechanicsburg, PA; John Kubach, 
Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Will and Mary Leland, 
Berkeley Heights, NJ; Fern Lincoln, Reading, PA; Louise 
Lincoln, Bethel; Nancy Lincoln, Bethel; James Locke, 
Topeka, KS; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Michael Lovejoy, 
Norway; Arlene Lowell, Bethel; Frank and Beatrice 
Lowell, Newry; Robert Lowell, Bethel; M/M Peter 
Lunder/The Lunder Foundation, Waterville; Blake and 
Rachel MacKay, Bethel; James and Ethel Mann, 
Lunenburg, MA; Mary March, Bridgton; Lynn Mason- 
Courtney, Bethel; Geneva McCoy, Bethel; Frances 
McKnight, Auburn; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Nancy H. 
Mercer, Bethel; Leonard E. and Renee Minsky Charitable 
Trust, Bangor; Marilyn R. Noyes Mollicone, Augusta; 
Joann C. Mooney, London, UK; Blaine Moores, Acton; 
Nancy Morris, Bethel; Herbert H. Morton III, Andover, 
MA; Ellen Mugar, Cape Elizabeth; James and Lucia 
Owen, Stoneham; Jean Owen, Bethel; Marvin and Tineka 
Ouwinga, Bethel; Richard and Wendy Penley, Bethel; 
Lillian Perkins, Bethel; Betty Barlow Prescott, Bangor; 
Eleanor Pugliese, Bethel; Norman and Joan Putnam, 
Bryant Pond; Joan Ramsay, Groveton, NH; Dr. David 
Richards, Skowhegan; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, CT; 
John and Lisa Robbins, Richmond; Phyllis Roberts, 
Newcastle; Catherine Robie, Ipswich, MA; Dr. Ned 
Robertson, Cleveland Heights, OH; John Robbins, 
Richmond; Lorraine Rodak, Hackensack, NJ; Edith 
,Rowe, Bethel; Peter and Elsie Seames, Locke Mills; 
Arthur and Betty Ann Smith, Bethel; Ann Stanley, 
Hackensack, NJ; Donald R. Stanley, South Portland; 
Edward Stanley, Hackensack, NJ; Doris Stengel, Wayne, 
NJ; Joanne Thurston Peabody Stewart, Portland; Nancy 
Stickney, North Salem, NH; Susan Strange, Potomac, 
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MD; Persis Suddeth, Bowie, MD; Bertha Stevens, Bethel; 
Mary Telfer, Median, PA; Murray and Constance 
Thurston, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Samuel 
H. and Nan Timberlake, Bethel; Don and Peggy Tobin, 
Bandera, TX; Dr. John and Margaret Trinward, North 
Waterford; Jacqueline Van Leuven, Bethel; Margaret S. 
Ward, Sun City Center, FL; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Delano Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA; Owen 
and Sue Wight, Newry; Ruth Wight, Bethel; Willard and 
Sylvia Wight, Newry; John Wiley, Hopewell, NY; Priscilla 
Wiley, Woodbury, CT; Ronald Willard, Springfield, VA; 
Eleanor Wilson, Bryant Pond, Raymond and Evelyn 
York, Fayetteville, NC; Archie and Jane Young, Bethel. 

ROBINSON HOUSE 

In May 1998, the Society acquired the historic former 
Elms property for operations as an addition to its facili- 
ties. Named for the original owner of the house, O'Neil 
Robinson (1797-1867) and adjacent to the headquarters 
for the last twenty five years, the Dr. Moses Mason 
House, the building became known officially as the 
Robinson House. Once renovations are completed, crit- 
ically needed space for exhibits, expanded museum 
shop and craft operations, more adequate research 
room and collection storage as well as an education 
room for all ages would be among the results of this 
expansion. This project also includes an endowment 
phase, which when completed would also allow the 
Society to support more comprehensively its Regional 
History Center with programming, conferences, publi- 
cations, exhibits, lectures, etc. relating to Northern New 
England. Contributions are welcomed to make all this 
happen and may be made in a number of ways through 
cash, securities, stock, etc. For further information, 
please call the Society at (207) 824-2908 or (800) 824- 
2910 or write to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012 or 
e-mail (history@bdc.bethel.me.us). 

JOIN THOSE LISTED ABOVE IN HELPING TO 
SECURE THE FUTURE OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE 21st 
CENTURY! PLEASE SEND YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTION NOW! 


IlCon 


BOOK NOTE 


CALLOW, BRAVE AND TRUE: A GOSPEL OF CIVIL WAR 
YOUTH by Jay S. Hoar. (Gettysburg, PA Thomas Publications, 
1999. 267 pp. Paper. $20) Available in Society's Museum Shop. 

Professor Jay Hoar's book on the boys as young as 
eleven and twelve years old who fought in the Civil War is a 
useful study of a subject that has long intrigued students of 
that conflict. Hoar has managed to document dozens of 
boys sixteen and younger who fought on either the 
Confederate or Union side of the war. Much of the body of 
the book consists of brief biographies of some of the most 
interesting young combatants. There is also a dozen pages 
in the appendix of lists of known boy-soldiers followed by 
extensive notes on sources. Students of the Civil War, 
lovers of history, and those wishing to learn more about 
what motivated boys so young to participate in such a 
bloody event will find this book compelling reading. SRH 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Carol J. Verrill, Wiscasset 
Marian Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, Ml 
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BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP LIST AS OF MAY 1, 1999 

Honorary 

Carolyn Brooks, Bethel; Arlene Greenleaf Brown, Bethel; Barbara H. Brown, 
Bethel; Julia Brown, Bethel; Elizabeth Mason Carter, West Bethel; Rosalind 
Chapman, Bethel; Florence Hastings, Bethel; Geraldine Howe, Bethel; 
Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel; Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Mary Keniston, 
Bethel; Helen Morton, Newry; Persis Post, Bethel; Ranald Stevens, Bethel; 
Sarah Stevens, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Edmond Vachon, 
Bethel; Sudie Vachon, Bethel; Willard Wight, Newry; Edna York, Bethel 

life 

Angus Andrews, Westlake Village, CA; William Andrews, Newry; Alberta 
Angevine, Bethel; Avery Angevine, Bethel; Ernest Angevine, Bethel; Mary 
Angevine, Bethel; Roland Annis, Jr., Bethel; laurel Atkinson, Norway; 
John Balentine, Somersworth, NH; Bradley Barker, Bethel; Judith Barker, 
Bethel; Jean Barker, Delray Beach, FL; Rep. Alvin Barth, Bethel; N.T. 
Bartholomaei, LaGrangeville, NY; Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; Keith Bartlett, 
Bethel; Otis Bartlett, Berlin, NH; Suzanne Bartlett, Bethel; William 
Bartlett, Dover-Foxcroft; Kathleen Bean, Bryant Pond; Lawrence Bennett, 
Westbrook; Randall Bennett, Bethel; Francine Bergman, Key Colony, FL; 
Francis Berry, Bethel; Mary Lou Berry, Bethel; Tamara Billings, Dryden; 
Ruth Blakney, Plainfield, CT; Jeanne Bletzer, Woodstock, VT; Gwyneth 
Bohr, Bethel; Kenneth Bohr, Bethel; Garret Bonnema, Bethel; Melody 
Bonnema, Bethel; Jane Bouker, Naples, FL; Florine Bowden, Bethel; John 
Bremer, Shelbyville, IN; Lanny Brent, Springfield, MO; Mary Brent, 
Springfield, MO; Carolyn Brooks, Bethel; Donald Brooks, Bethel; Eleanor 
Brooks, Bethel; Dale Brouse, Fraser Park, CA; Arlene Brown, Bethel; 
Barbara D. Brown, Bethel; Barbara H. Brown, South Paris; Beatrice 
Brown, Bethel; John Brown, Bethel; Julia Brown, Bethel; Leland Brown, 
Bethel; Robert Brown, Hanover; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Beatrice Burris, 
West Paris; Ralph Burris, Florida; Dr. Richard Bush, Belmont, MA; Donald 
Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Mary Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Carolyn Campbell, 
Bethel; Ina Carey, Framingham, MA; Ann Carlson, Friendship; Jane 
Carlson, Bethel; Frieda Carnell, West Sand Lake, NY; Prentiss Carnell, 
West Sand I tike, NY; Judith Carroll, Gorham, NH; Lee Carroll, Gorham, 
NH; Thomas Carter, Bethel; Lee Carver, White Bear I tike, MN; Earlene 
Chadbourne, Cumberland Center; Theodore Chadbourne, Cumberland 
Center; Iynda Chandler, Bethel; Stephen Chandler, Bethel; Amy 
Chapman, Locke Mills; Daphne Chapman, Peabody, MA; Ethel 
Chapman, Bethel; Alan Chastanet, East Andover; Marcia Chastanet, East 
Andover; Dorothy Christie, Gray; Norman Clanton, Bethel; Sylvia 
Clanton, Bethel; Edith Clemens, Mansfield, OH; Filmore Clough, Bethel; 
Marta Clough, Bethel; Shirley Clough, Bethel; William Clough III, Bethel; 
Mary Clyne, Mohawk, NY; Isabel Coburn, New Harbor; Carolyn Colby, 
Bethel; Howard Cole, Bethel; Virginia Cole, Bethel; Eleanor Collins, 
Buffalo, MO; Eleanor Conary, Norwich, CT; Robert Congdon, Islesboro; 
Bruce Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Gayle Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Eva 
Conroy, Auburn; Rupert Conroy, Auburn; John Conzelman, Palms 
Springs, CA; Inez Conzelman, Palm Springs, CA; Lynn Courtney-Mason, 
Bethel; Margaret Cousins, Bethel; William Cousins, Bethel; Cynthia Cox, 
Perth, Scotland; Robert Crane, Norway; Suzanne Crane, Norway; Allen 
Cressy, Bethel; Jacquelyn Cressy, Bethel; Madeleine Dampier, 
Grainsville, FL; William Dampier, Gainsville, FL; Margaret Davis, Bethel; 
Pauline Davis, Bethel; Rita Davis, Bethel; Robert Davis, Bethel; Helene 
Decker, Oxford; Joan Detter, Santa Fe, NM; Patricia Dooen, Bethel; 
Sharon Dooley, Concord, CA; Barbara Douglass, Bethel; Grace Douglass, 
Bethel; Richard Douglass, Bethel; Francis Dunn, Round Pond; Aline 
Dupont, Gray; Hugh Durgin, North Waterford; Mariann Durgin, North 
Waterford; Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Barbara Farinsky, Rolling 
Hills, CA; Donald Feeney, Bethel; Ruth Feeney, Bethel; Jayne Fife, Salt 
lake City, UT; Victoria Fimiani, Hanover; Lincoln Fiske, Sr., Bethel; 
Suzanne Fiske, Bethel; Thomas Ford, Waldoboro; Wendy Ford, 
Waldoboro; John Fox, Jr., Andover; Julie Fox, Andover; Doris Fraser, 
Bethel; Barbara Freeman, Portland; Marian Gates, Ann Arbor, Ml; Justin 
Gilbert, Bethel; Gordon Gillies, Hebron; Mary Gillies, Hebron; Wayne 
Gilman, Cromwell, CT; David Glascock, Winter Park, FL; Dorothy 
Glascock, Cedar Falls, IA; Dr. John Glascock, Cedar Falls, 1A; Philippa 
Glines, Berlin, NH; Joan Edwards St. Clair Goodhew, Atlanta, GA; Robert 
Goodwin, Norway; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; Arthur Gottwald, Arlington, 
VA; Alice Grady, Acton, MA; Lillian Grant, Gorham; Robert Greenleaf, 
North Scituate, RI; Harry Grover, Jr., Deerfield, IL; John Grover, 
Searsport; Richard Grover, Bethel; Ramona Grover, Bethel; Rodney 


Hackwell, North Easton, MA; Peter Haines, Bethel; Carol Hardenbrook, 
Biddeford; Mary Harris, Naples, FL; Cathy Hart, Bangor; Dr. John Hart, 
•Bangor; Beryl Haskell, New Gloucester; Colwyn Haskell, Bethel; Judy 
Haskell, Bethel; Annie Hastings, Bethel; Florence Hastings, Bethel; 
Carolyn Hatch, Bethel; Walter Hatch, Bethel; Richard Hathaway, 
Montpelier, VT; Bruce Hazelton, Cumberland Center; John Head, Bethel 
Fumiko Head, Bethel; Charles Heino, Belgrade; Reona Heino, Boothbay 
Sharon Heiss, Fremont, CA; Susan Herlihy, Bethel; William Herlihy, 
Bethel; Pamela Heydon, Wilton, CT; Mary Hillier, George's Mills, NH; 
Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel; Richard Hoeh, Bethel; Richard Holland, York; 
Barbara Honkala, Bethel; Rudolf Honkala, Bethel; Jane Hosterman, West 
Bethel; Richard Hosterman, West Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; Clarence 
Howe, Bethel; Diane Howe, Bethel; Geraldine Howe, Bethel; Joan Howe, 
Bethel; John Howe, Severn, MD; John Howe, Vancouver, BC; Rodney 
Howe, Bethel; Sandra Howe, Severn, MD; Stanley Howe, Bethel; Sue 
Howe, Chinle, AZ; James Hudson, Newcastle; • Patricia Hudson, 
Newcastle; Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel; Harlan Hutchins, Bethel; James 
Hutchins, Bethel; Jean Hutchins, Bethel; Alidah lies, Rumford Center; Dr. 
Robert lies, Rumford Center; Marion Irey, Weston, FL; Betty Jackson, 
Chapel Hill, NC; Clifton Jackson, Wallingford, CT; Gloria Jackson, 
Chaseburg, Wl; Grace Jackson, Wallingford, CT; Arlan Jodrey, Bethel; 
Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel; Donald Johnston, I .as Vegas, NV; Helen Jones, 
Wales; Robert Jones, Wales; Albert Judkins, Peru; Helen Judkins, 
Farmington; Alice Keddy, Gorham; Eunice Keddy, Attleboro, MA; Royden 
Keddy, Gorham; Cheryl Kelso, Wayland, MA; Rebecca Kendall, Bethel; 
Robert Keniston, Bethel; Virginia Keniston, Bethel; Alden Kennett, 
Bethel; Edward Kennett, Bethel; Mabel Kennett, Bethel; William H. 
Keiffer III, Bethel; Susan Kettinger, Salem, NH; Christina Anita Kilgore, 
Nipomo, CA; Roy Kilgore, Nipomo, CA; Gordon Kimball, Sr., Gray; John 
Kimball John King, Lakeland, FL; Margaret King, Lakeland, FL; James 
Konkel, Portland; Ann D. Knowles, Yarmouth; Dr. John Knowles, 
Yarmouth; Helen JCraul, Portland; Mary Kushner, West Orange, NJ; 
Barbara Kuzyk, Bethel; Harry Kuzyk, Bethel; Jean Lamphear, Riverwoods, 
IL; Barbara lapham, Hanover; Dale Lapham, Hanover; Claire [.ary, 
Willimantic, CT; Douglas Lary, Willimantic, CT; Kay Larson, Holyoke, CO; 
Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Ellen Little, Dover, MA; Mary Little, Presque Isle; 
Stephen Little, Dover, MA; Stephen I.ockwood Chapman, McLean, VA 
Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Arlene Lowell, Bethel; Beatrice Lowell, Newry, 
Frank Lowell, Sr., Newry; Hugh H. Lynch, Bethel; Elmer Lyons, Hanover; 
Nancy Lyons, Hanover; Edward MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Theodore 
MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Barbara Mahler, Bethel; Marlene Marshall, 
Bethel; Martha Martin, Harrison; Dr. Rex Martin, Harrison; Dr. John 
Mason, Bethel; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; Tracy Mason, bethel; Fr. 
Donald McAllister, Portland; Paul McGuire, Bethel; David McKivergan, 
Rumford; Grace McKivergan, Rumford; John McMillin, South Gardiner; 
Merrilee McMillin, South Gardiner; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Pearline 
McMillin, Bethel; Marguerite McNally, Hampden, Marjorie Menzies, 
Waban, MA; Nancy Mercer, Bethel; Sharon Merrill, Brunswick; Virginia 
Merrill, Solon; Steve Milligan, Rumford; Burton Mills, Park City, UT; Eva 
Mills, Bryant Pond; Lee Mills, Locke Mills; Jeffrey Mills, Orono; Mary 
Mills, Locke Mills; Timothy Mills, South Paris; Penelope Milton, Oakdale, 
MA; Frederick Milton, Oakdale, MA; Marilyn Mollicone, Augusta; Nina 
Mollicone, Bethel; James Monahan, Gilead; Josephine Monahan, Gilead; 
Patricia Moon, Denver, CO; Joane Mooney, London, UK; Marcia Moss, 
Concord, MA; Schuyler Mott, Paris; Winifred Mott, Paris; Martha 
Murphy, South Portland; Vicky Myers, Bethel; Catherine Newell, Locke 
Mills; Danna Nickerson, Bethel; George Nickerson, Bethel; John Nordahl, 
Bethel; Lucy Nordahl, Bethel; Leslie Noyes, Bethel; Nicholas Noyes, 
Mechanic Falls, Carolyn O'Brien; Bethel; Jane O'Brien, Charlottesville, 
VA; Robert O'Brien, Bethel; Dr. William O'Brien, Charlottesville, VA; 
Michael O'Donnell, Bethel; Scott Oldakowski, Bethel; Alan Ordway, 
Bridgton; James Owen, Bethel; Jean Owen, Bethel; Alice Oyler, San 
Clemente, CA; Robert Parente, Boston, MA; Marilyn Parker, Milford, CT; 
Jane Payne, Baltimore, MD; Dr. John Payne, Baltimore, MD; Lillian 
Perkins, Bethel; Crawford Perry, Bethel; Therese Perry, Bethel; Roberta 
Pevear, Exeter, NH; Jeanette Pingrey, Selah, WA; Richard Pingrey, Selah, 
WA; Persis Post, Bethel; Fourtin Powell, Rockland; Shirley Powell, 
Rockland; Betty Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor Pugliese, Bethel; Sallie Pusey, 
Haymarket, VA; Wilma Quimby, Raymond, NH; Kenneth Ramage, Bethel, 
Sarah Ramage, Bethel; Richard Rasor, Bethel; Elinor Ritchings, 
Petersburg, VA; Phyllis Roberts, Newcastle; Robert Robertson, 
Northridge, CA; June Rowan, Randolph, NH; Peter Rowan, Randolph, 

(continued on page 6) 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 



Barbara H. Lapham at the records computer station where 
she volunteers each week. 


MEMBER PROFILE 

Barbara H. Lapham 

Life member Barbara H. Lapham of Hanover, Maine, was 
born in Berlin, NH and gr aduated from Gould Academy in 
1 955. She worked at the Academy for over forty years, the last 
thirteen as controller. She is married to Dale Lapham, also a 
life member, and has one daughter and three grandchildren. 

Professionally, Mrs. Lapham was president of the 
Independent School Association of Northern New 
England Business Managers in 1994-95. In 1991, she 
received the Gould "Alumna of the Year Award" and has 
Served as secretary of the Gould Academy Alumni 
ssociation and the Gould Women's Club. 

Her community activities include service as president of 
the Newry Mother's Club and secretary of Dollars for Scholars. 
She was treasurer of the Town of Hanover (1984-86) and a 
member of its Board of Selectmen for six years (1992-98). 

A former president of the Society, she volunteers one 
day per week entering collection data into the cataloging 
software. 

Her hobbies include transcribing family diaries, assem- 
bling newspaper clippings, knitting, and furnishing a 
twelve room Victorian dollhouse. 

34th ANNUAL MEETING 

Over fifty members and friends attended the 34th annu- 
al meeting held on September 2, 1999 on the Robinson 
House porch, which was preceded by the annual pot luck 
supper. All those attended appeared to enjoy this new 
milieu made possible by the purchase of this building and 
occupied by the Society for the first time this year. 

Retiring president Walter Hatch presided and called for 
a moment of silence as he read off the names of those 
members who have died since the last annual meeting: 
Helen Smith, Margaret Varney, Barbara Rich Adams, 
Edgar Coolidge, Eunice Sysko, Albert Bartlett, John 
/^Nowlin, Ann Morris, Franklin Chapman, Majorie Farwell 
.nderson, Gerald Kimball, Elizabeth Bailey, Rodney 
Howe, Louise Lincoln, and Dana Douglass. 

Mr. Hatch reviewed some of the highlights of the past 
year: seventy new members added, over fifty gifts of arti- 

(continued on page 7) 


Thanks to you all for having confidence in me as 1 start 
my term as your president during these exciting times. 
Exciting, not only for the Society, but for the town and sur- 
rounding area. 

On top of the list is, of course, the continuing capital 
campaign to purchase, restore, renovate, equip, and endow 
the historic 1821 Robinson House, formerly the Elms of the 
Bethel Inn. Upon completion of this million dollar project, 
the Society will truly become northern New England's 
Regional History Center and Maine's most outstanding 
small museum and historical society. I encourage all of you 
to continue to support this most worthy cause. 

Let us not forget, however, all the many other interesting 
and related project to our mission that are happening in the 
Bethel area. These projects are taking place by other groups 
with the help and support of many of our membership. 

(1) The Odeon Flail Committee is committed to restor- 
ing the upstairs of the Cole Block, a structure on the 
National Register, and home of the Bethel Town Office 
and the Bethel Citizen. The Committee is working on a 
plan to restore the theater to its former splendor as a per- 
forming arts center where William Rogers Chapman and 
others once brought world renown singers, artists, and 
actors during the early years of the last century. 

(2) The Bethel Millennium Committee is selling side- 
walk bricks which can be engraved to honor a family mem- 
ber, organization or business, or someone who had a pos- 
itive impact on the town. The first phase of this sidewalk 
reconstruction will be in front of the Cole Block when the 
steps to town offices are replaced. You can order your 
brick(s) by calling Janet Black at (207) 824-0888 or the 
Bethel Town office (207) 824-2669. 

(3) The Main Street Committee is working to revitalize 
the business and residential district. Beginning with the 
restoration of the Naimey Block for continued use as the 
post office, the Committee continues to promote new 
business and keeping those existing businesses in place. 

(4) The possibility of a swimming pond /beach and 
recreation area on the North Road donated by Society 
members Ernest and Alberta Angevine promises to add 
another asset to the town. 

(5) The Bethel Pathway Project will be built this sum- 
mer and will continue the process of linking all the area 
trails for walking, jogging, snowmobiliing, bird watching, 
and nature watching near the scenic Androscoggin River 
for young and old alike. 

(6) The Transit Study Committee is nearing the comple- 
tion of its plans to initiate local bus service within and 
between the Towns of Newry and Bethel. When this 
becomes a reality more people will be walking the streets of 
Bethel and will be able to enjoy the town's historic and archi- 
tectural past. In addition, plans are continuing on the state 
and federal level to upgrade the Atlantic and St. Lawrence 
Railroad roadbed to bring back passenger service between 
Bethel, Boston, Montreal, and beyond including ski and 
foliage tours. This is especially good news as we prepare to 
celebrate 150 years of rail service to the area. 

I urge all of you to get involved with one or more these 
projects and let us together make sure Bethel remains the 
beautiful and historic town in which we all can live, work, 
and play. Alvin Barth 
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(Membership List, continued from page 4) 

NH; Margaret Sawyer, Waterford; Clint Schaum, Bethel; Mary 
Schexnayder, New Iberia, LA; Dorothy Schmidt, Augusta; Louise Seames, 
Locke Mills; Raymond Seames, Locke Mills; Stephen Seames, Worcester, 
MA; Charles Seashore, Bethel; Edith Seashore, Bethel; Sylvia Sebelist, 
Waterford; Basil Seguin, Bryant Pond; Irene Sessions, Bethel; Stephen 
Sessions, Norway; Roxanne Sly, Brooklin; Dorothy Small, Biddeford; 
Arthur Smith, Bethel; Betty Smith, Bethel; Dr. Charles Smith, York Beach; 
Elizabeth Smith, Phippsburg; Lawrence Smith, St. Pete Beach, FL; Leslie 
Smith, Phippsburg; Mary Anne Smith, York Beach; Senator Olympia 
Snowe, Washington, DC; Janet Spidell, Anaheim, CA; Robert Spidell, 
Anaheim, CA; Flelen Staley, Passadena, MD; Elisabeth Stedman, Ottawa; 
Robert Stedman, Ottawa; Doris Stevens, Bangor; Joanne Stewart, Portland; 
Robert Stoddard, Merrimack, NH; Jonathan Stowell, Shirley, MA; Michael 
Stowell, Lovettsville, VA; Rowena Stowell, Shirley, MA; Amy Stroud, Victor, 
MT; Persis Suddeth, Bowie, MD; Jane Sullivan, Portland; Douglas Swett, 
Center Conway, NH; Albert Taylor, Cumberland Center; Dewey Thayer, 
Bethel; Verna Thayer, Bethel; Dr. Taylor Thompson, Boston, MA; William 
Throop, Jr., New York, NY; Cheri Thurston, Bethel; Constance Thurston, 
Bethel; David 'Thurston, Bethel; Murray Thurston, Bethel; Hope Tibbetts, 
Bethel; Warren Tibbetts, Chinle, AZ; Don Tobin, Bandera, TX; Peggy Tobin, 
Bandera, TX; Peter Tommila, Hawaiian Gardens, CA; Edward Tremblay, 
Hendersonville, NC; Roberta Tremblay, Hendersonville, NC; Dr. John 
Trinward, North Waterford; Margaret Trinward, North Waterford; Edith 
Tucker, Randolph, NH; Myrtle Tucker, Dover, MA; Sarah Tucker, Boston, 
MA; Valerie Uber, Boston, MA; Edmond Vachon, Bethel; Sudie Vachon, 
Bethel; Doris Valentine, Bethel; Richard Valentine, Bethel; Jacqueline Van 
Leuven, Bethel; Carol Verrill, Wiscasset; Frank Vogt, Bethel; Janet Vogt, 
Bethel; Jean Waite, Portland; Dean Walker, Kittery; Priscella Walker, 
Kittery; James Walker, Crestview, FL; Ann Webber, Washington, DC; 
Nancy Wells, Upper Montclair, NJ; Erland Wentzell, West Baldwin; 
Margaret Wentzell, West Baldwin; William Weston, Rumford Center; Les 
Whall, Salt Lake City, UT; Elizabeth Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA; Ellen 
Whitney, Bethel; Muriel Whitney, Bethel; Richard Whitney, Bethel; Nancy 
Whittier, Falmouth; Joan Wiese, Portsmouth, NH; Owen Wight, Newry; 
Rosalie Wight, Rumford; Ruth Wight, Bethel; Sue Wight, Newry; Sylvia 
Wight, Newry; Willard Wight, Newry; Priscilla, Wiley, Woodbury, CT; 
Ronald Willard, Falls Church, VA; Barbara Willey, Exeter, NH; Waldo 
Williams, Milan, NH; Dennis Wilson, Bethel; Dorothy Wilson, Orono; 
Eleanor Wilson, Bedford, MA; Gloria Wilson, Bethel; Rita Wilson, Bethel; 
James Yarnell, Upton; Joy Yarnell, Upton; John York, Lilburn, GA 

Benefactor 

Monique Aniel, Rumford; John Bayerlein, Bethel; Mary Beth Bayerlein, 
Bethel; Donald Bennett, Bethel; Katherine Bennett, Bethel; Donna Berts, 
Osprey, FL; Dorothy Boyce, Bethel; John Fogarasi, Washington, DC; 
Mariya Fogarasi, Washington, DC; Judy Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Orlando 
Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Robert Olpp, Chatham, NJ; John Quinn, Dunstable, 
MA; Betsey Raymond, Bethel; Charles Raymond, Bethel; James Smith, 
San Mateo, CA; Henry Stewart, Bryant Pond; Patricia Stewart, Bryant 
Pond; Andrew Wheeler, Locke Mills; Donna Wheeler, Locke Mills 

Patron 

Carolyn Austin, Bennington, VT; Maynard Austin, Bennington, VT; 
Robert Bartlett, Smyrna, GA; Shirley Bartlett, Smyrna, GA; Victor 
Coolidge, Bethel; Charlene Haines, Bethel; George Haines, Bethel; 
Beatrice Laplante, Milford, CT; Frederick Laplante, Milford, CT; Dr. 
Edward Martin, Rumford; Terry Martin, Rumford; Helen Mason, 
Merrimac, MA; Sidney Mason, Merrimac, MA; Barry McMennamin, New 
Caanan, CT; Marilyn McMennamin, New Caanan, CT; Donna Porter, 
Peabody, MA; Wayne Redman, Arlington, TX; Mary Schexnayder, New 
Iberia, PA; John Shorb, Bethel; Janet Todd, Bethel; John Todd, Bethel; 
Lauretta Varo, Bethel; Constance Vautour, West Bethel; Donald Vautour, 
West Bethe; Joyce Wanger, Rumford; Dr. William Wanger, Rumford; Jon 
Wescott, Lubec; Ann White, Byfield, MA 

Contributing 

Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; Beach, Betty, Wilton; Iris Baird, 
Lancaster, CA; Elizabeth Bartlett, Fresno, CA; Betty Beach, Wilton; Fred 
Bean, Salem, NH; Frances Bernier, Bethel; Reba Bloom, Basking Ridge, 
NJ; Ann Borreson, Sparta, WI; Gary Brearley, Bethel; Norm Buttrick, 
Freeport; Patricia Carter, Bethel; Stanford Carver, Wappingers Falls, NY; 
Claudia Chicklas, Ware, MA; Dorothy Crane, Wilmington, DE; Talbot 
Crane, Wilmington, DE; Bethel; Eva Crumpton, Oxford; John Crumpton, 
Oxford; Freda Davis, Bethel; David Diano, LaCanada, CA; Molly 


Dougherty, Portland; Marie Dudley, Alexander; John Dudley, Alexander; 
Margaret Farnum, Hollis Center; Barbara Ferrell, Yarmouth; Francoise 
Fetchko, Salem, MA; Peter Fetchko, Salem, MA; Gordon Fish, St. 
Johnsbury, VT; Robert Foster 111, East Boothbay; Marguerite Graham, 
Bethel; William Graham, Bethel; Delbert Grover, St. Ann, MO; Michael 
Haase, Eden Prairie, MN; Kathy Hooke, Bethel; Jeffrey Howe, New^* 
Plymouth, ID; Joan Howe, Ashton, Ontario; William Howe, Ashton, 
Ontario; Thomas Johnson, York Beach; Michael Kloter, Switzerland; Scott 
Lary, Bangor; Vena Lary, Bangor; Clifford Laws, Silver Lake, NH; 
Elizabeth Laws, Silver Lake, NH; Nancy Lecompte, Lewiston; Dwight 
Lord, Hopkins, MN; Joan Lovatt, Wakefield, MA; Ethel Mann, Lunenburg, 

MA; James Mann, Lunenburg, MA; Donald Marrer, Penfield, NY; Art 
Marshall, Bethel; Ellen Marshall, Bethel; Donna McCluskey, Duxbury, 

1VLA; Mildred McLain, Gilead; Francha Menhard, Littleton, CO; Thomas 
Mitchell, Culver City, CA; Jeremiah Morris, North Andover, MA; Carolyn 
Nygren, Winter Park, FL; Nancy Palmer, Waban, MA; Frances Peabody, 
Portland; Bruce Pierce, Newry; Elaine Pitkin, Bethel; John Alley Robbins, 

Jr., Richmond; Eric Schwarz, Bethel; Lucia Schwarz, Bethel; Susan 
Strange, Potomac, MD; Richard Taylor, Bethel; Sally Taylor, Bethel; 
Judith Thompson, Old Town; Gale Tout, Bethel; Barbara Van Der Veer, 
Reston, VA; Pieter Van Der Veer, Reston, VA; Nancy Willard, Bryant Pond; 
Raymond York, Camarillo, CA; Archie Young, Bethel; Jane Young, Bethel 

Sustaining 

Albert Abbott, Buckfield; Alan Abbott, Bethel; June Abbott, Bethel; Herbert 
Adams, Portland; Roger Adams, West Simsbury, CT; Gertrude Akers, 
Andover; Tim Akers, Bethel; Juanita Allen, Westwood, MA; James 
Anderson, Newry; Nancy Anderson, Bethel; Peter Anderson, Bethel; 
Pamela Andre, Washington, DC; Nancy Babcock, Bethel; Mary Bakeman, 
Roseville, MN; Danny Barker, East Stoneham; Helene Bartlett, Locke 
Mills; Ann Bates, North Andover, MA; JoAnn Bauer, South Weymouth, 

MA; Donald Bean, Bethel; Fred Bean, Salem, NH; Karen Bean, Bethel; 

Carla Beddo, Vacaville, CA; Harriet Bensen, Long Branch, NJ; Eleanor 
Bestick, Braintree, MA; Roberta Bordano, Granby, VT; Jennifer Boyle, 
Columbia, MD; Todd Boyle, Columbia, MD; Corey Brown, Rock Springs, 

WY; Geneva Brown, Norway; Kurt Brown, Westbrook; Levi Brown, Bethel; 
Gurdon Buck, Watertown, MA; Arthur Burt, Rockville, MD; Stewart Byron, ^ 
Madison, CT; Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA; Claire Cantrell, Cumming, 

GA; Margaret Carolan, Casco; Neil Carolan, Casco; Adam Chamberlin, — 
Bethel; Joshua Chamberlin, Hampton, NH; Zachary Chamberlin, Augusta; 
Richard Chandler, East Falmouth, MA; Cynthia Chandler, East Falmouth, 

MA; Jack Chapman, Bethel; Patricia Clark, Unity; Daryl Collard, Victoria, 

BC; Eleanor Collins, Buffalo, MO; Liz Como, Lovell; Ben Conant, South 
Paris; Helen Connolly, Port Hadlock, WA; Steve Cook, Littleton, CO; Floyd 
Coolidge, Andover; Judith Coolidge, Bethel; Ronald Coolidge, Quincy, MA; 
Stanley Coolidge, Albert Cotton, Bethel; Oxford; Carole Crandall, Moody; 
Richard Crandall, Moody; Jarrod Crockett, Locke Mills; Joanne Crounse, 
Danvers, MA; Susan Culleton, Oxford; Ivory Currier, Jr., Bethel; Bertram 
Davis, Cumberland Center; Linda Davis, Bethel; Theodore Davis, Jr., 
Bethel; Andrew DeRoche, Thornton, CO; Gretchen Dock, Boston, MA; 
Nancy Dock, Encinitas, CA; Phyllis Dock, Bethel; Roger Dock, 
Glastonbury, CT; Dr. Stephen Dock, Greenville, NC; Charles Doherty, 
South Burlington, VT; Joanna Drummond, Bethel; Josiah Drummond, 
Bethel; Christopher Duncan, Valrico, FL; Tammora Duncan, Valrico, FL; 
Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard Duplessis, Bethel; Gayle Dye, Raymond; 
William Dyer, Milford, NH; David Emerson, Conway, NH; Sue Farrar, 
Bethel; Barbara Ferguson, Hanover; Norman Ferguson, Hanover; Elaine 
Fernald, Mount Desert; Charles Fobes, Portland; Richard Ford, Concord, 

MA; Betsey Foster, Bethel; Richard Fraser, East Poland; John Gagnon, 

Eliot; Dr. Raymond Gibbs, West Roxbury, MA; Larry Glatz, Harrison; 
Jonathan Goldberg, Bethel; Caroline Gould, Bethel; Elizabeth Gray, 
Ithaca, NY; Paul Gray, South Windsor, CT; Stephen W. Gray, Ithaca, NY; 
Sylvia Gray, Newry; Wende Gray, Bethel; Jeri Greenwell, Bethel; Marjorie 
Greer, Cascade, MT; Sandra Gunther, Bethel; Elizabeth Hall, 
Yarmouthport, MA; Frances Harding, South Paris; Richard Harding, South 
Paris; Marjorie Hall, Essex, MA; Susan Hamill, Richmond, VA; Tanya 
Hausner, Columbia, MD; Rosco Hodson, Roxbury; Elizabeth Holbrook, 
Brewster, MA; Rosemary Hollingsworth, Evansville, IN; Kerry Hood,^^, 
Seekonk, MA; Virginia Hood, Largo, FL; Christopher Hovey, Falmouth; 
Alyssa Howe, Bethel; Andrea Howe, Bethel; Dustin Howe, Bethel; Rebekah 
Howe, Bethel; David Ingraham, Hacienda Heights, CA; John Jacobsen, 

New York, NY; Paula Jansman, Gray; Diane Jones, Fryeburg; Jean Kailey, 
Amelia Island, FL; Paul Kailey, Amelia Island, FL; Mary Jo Kelly, Bethel; 

( continued on page 8) 
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(Annual Meeting, continued from page 5) 

facts made, a number of groups visited the Society includ- 
ing the Pequawkett League of Historical Societies and the 
North Country Chapter of New Hampshire Genealogists, 
— ibe first Apple Festival and New Year's Bethel held, the 
jceipt of a number of foundation grants and major dona- 
tions to the capital campaign, donation of a fax machine by 
John and Julia Fox of Andover, ME and West Newton, MA, 
acquisition of a video camera through a grant from Exxon, 
moving into the Robinson House and establishment of the 
Regional History Center, the award of a MAP III grant from 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a grant from 
the Maine Humanities Council to accompany the exhibit 
on John Francis Sprague, and the gift of a computer and 
accessories from Jack and Lucy Nordahl. 

One of the gifts made during 1999 was highlighted by 
Curator of Collections Randall H. Bennett. It was an 1895 
painting attributed to the artist J. Spaulding Record, show- 
ing Mayville and the mountains north and northwest of 
Bethel, including Baldpate. Bennett called particular 
attention to the depiction of the Second Congregational 
Church (1848-1909) in the foreground. This was the gift of 
member Richard Hathaway of Montpelier, VT. 

Persis Post presented the 13th annual Majorie MacArthur 
Noll Volunteer Service Award to Willard and Sylvia Wight of 
Newry for the many contributions to the organization and 
long service on committees and the Board of Trustees. 

The Nominating Committee consisting of retiring 
trustee Charles Raymond and two from the general mem- 
bership, Margaret Davis and Dorothy Bartlett, submitted 
the following names for officers and trustees: President, 
'vin Barth; Vice President, Arlan Jodrey; Secretary and 
vJerk of the Trustees, Allen Cressy; Treasurer, Arlene 
Lowell; Trustees for three years: Walter Hatch and 
Jacqueline Van Leuven. The report was approved unani- 
mously. Mr. Hatch thanked retiring trustees Charles 
Raymond and Paul McGuire for their devoted service. 

Speaker for the evening was Neil Rolde, a former eight 
term legislator from York County and an assistant to 
Governor Kenneth Curtis, who spoke on James Phinney 
Baxter, six times mayor of Portland, creator of the modern 
park system, and one of Maine's foremost historians in the 
late 19th and early years of the 20th century. Owner of a 
canning business, he made it possible for his son Percival, 
a Maine governor, to buy what eventually became Baxter 
State Park. Mr. Rolde is the author of a number of books on 
Maine history, including THE BAXTERS OF MAINE: 
DOWNEAST VISIONARIES. 


EDITOR'S CORNER 

There was considerable favorable response to the arti- 
cle on the poor in the last issue. Thanks to everyone who 
took the time to comment. 

In addition, retired University of Maine at Farmington his- 
tory professor and dean Gwilym Roberts expressed his appre- 
ciation for the William Hastings diary selections. Others have 
jijjjoyed the serialized story ofBethel's soldiers of '61. 

We will continue to cover a wide variety of subjects 
relating to our region. Anyone wishing to research and 
write about particular aspects of the area's past is urged to 
let us know. We are always looking for new contributions 
for THE COURIER. ' SRH 



Persis Post (right) presents the 1999 Noll Volunteer Service 
Award to Willard and Sylvia Wight at the 34th annual 
meeting held on the Robinson House porch. 


DIARY OF WILLIAM S. HASTINGS 

(continued from the last issue) 

1936-June 7. Fair and warm. Picnic dinner 
at Twitchell Pond. First swim of season. 

Water was cold. Canoe leaked a little. Turned 
out young stock and fixed fence. June 8. 

Cloudy. Awful dry. Plowed and harrowed on rye ground. 
Finished plowing on our land. Potatoes, 20 A. Oats, 9 1/2 A. 
Corn (Kato), 2 A. Millet (Jap.), 1 A. Buckwheat, 1 A. Fallow 
(Bindweed), 1/2 A. Total 34 A. June 9. Fair and hot. 
Planting garden. Kato Korn is breaking the ground. 
Potatoes $2.40 per bu. June 10. Cloudy but hot. Spread 
manure for John. Plowed and harrowed for John. June 11. 
Misted in morning. Cleaned cellar. Packed away barrels. 1 
1/2 hours on Newt's [Sherman Newton at Bean's Corner] 
barn lights. Built bridge at Aunt Frank's. Norway in p.m. 
and had some bones snapped back in my neck. June 12. 
Fair and warm. Plowed for John 5 hrs. Bob started peeling. 
June 13. Fair and hot. Peeled spruce and fir all day. June 
14. Clouding up. Picnic at Twitchell Pond. Sold bull for 9 
cents per lb. Weighed 750 lbs. dressed. June 15. Raining. 
Wet all day but not much rain. June 16. Fair. Harrowed for 
John 3 hrs. Dressed roosters at 30 cents per lb. June 17. Fair 
and hot. Peeling again. About 13 cords tonight. 7 chickens 
to Ramsell's [market in Bethel). June 18. Wet all day in the 
brush. Not much rain. Peeled 5 cords. Rain at night. June 
19. Cloudy and wet. Dressed poultry and went to Bethel in 
a.m. Cultivated some in p.m. Haakon's reception. Bob in 
Augusta for weekend. Max Schmelling knocked out Joe 
Louis in the 12th round. Some fight! June 20. Clearing. 
Back in the bush again. Hot day! We went onto back lot. 
N.W. half of Lot 10 Range 9. Good pulp on some of it. 
Shower at night. June 21. Clear and cool. Auto trip to 
Upton, Errol and Berlin, Gorham, etc. Roads good. June 
22. Clear and cool. Peeling. Cold mornings. As low as 33. 
June 23. Cloudy warm. Peeling. Ralph Young, surveyor, 
came to run lines in Henry swamp. Began at spotted 
spruce on E. line of Lot 10 at Trask, Rayford corner. Course 
South 13 3/4 East the length of lot. June 24 & 25. Peeling. 
June 26. Cloudy and showery. Ran lines on swamp lot all 
day. Young was here and ran the compass. Map of lots on 
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(Membership List, continued from page 6) 

Linda Knight, Harrison; Ruth Kramer, Fairbanks, AK; Andrew Labreque, 
Alcove, Quebec; Mark Lapham, Ashby, MA; Lois Leavitt, Gorham, NH; 
Reuell Leavitt, Gorham, NH; Claire Lees, Bethel; Robert Lees, Bethel; Gloria 
lewis, Bethel; Claire Loranze, Medway, MA; James Ixtwe, Bethel; Rodney 
Lynch, Camden; Alexander MacDonald, Lincoln, VT; Carolyn McDormand, 
Bethel; Howard Mason, Russell, MA; Michael Mattor, Rumford; Dean 
Merchant, Stratham, NH; Wendy Mills, Brunswick; Bernard Mohr, 
Portland; Karen Brown-Mohr, Portland; Colista Morgan, West Paris; 
Gwynne Morgan, West Roxbury, MA; Herbert Morton 111, Andover, MA; 
David Murphy, Bethel; Nancy Murphy, Bethel; Andrea Nicholas, Perth 
Andover, New Brunswick; Kate Nickerson, Bethel; Janette Orino, Rumford; 
Ted Orino, Rumford; Marvin Ouwinga, Bethel; Tineka Ouwinga, Bethel; 
Parlin, Cathy, St. Paul, MN; K.B. Peckham, Honolulu, HI; Nancy Pike, 
Union; Helen Pike, Eatontown, NJ; Tom Polk, Newry; Archer Poor, Andover; 
Joan Radner, Washington, DC; Elva Reeg, Littleton, NH; Douglas Rice, 
Guilford, CT; Sandra Rice, Guilford, CT; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, CT; 
Sandy Robinson, West Charlton, NY; Dana Rodin, West Roxbury, MA; 
James Rose, Bethel; Sherry Rose, Bethel; Mary Rossetti, Dover, MA; Jill C. 
Rundle, Bethel; Oliveanne Scott, Lovell; Martha Siegel, Bethel; Gloria 
Sinibaldi, Gorham, NH; Dennis Smith, Bethel; James Smith, San Matero, 
CA; Jesse Smith, San Mateo, CA; Eugenia Spalding, Tewksbury, MA; Leah 
Sprague, Newburyport, MA; Priscilla Stevens, East Winthrop; Nancy 
Stickney, North Salem, NH; Donnalee Stiles-Wells, Fremont, NH; Marjorie 
Stockford, Portland; Mark Stoffan, Ashville, NC; Dexter Stowell, Bethel; 
Janet Stowell, Bethel; James Swan, Bethel; Arthur Taylor, Bethel; Dixie-Lea 
Thayer, Bangor; Charles Thayer, Bangor; Charles Thing, Topsfield, MA; 
James Thompson, Eden, NC; Susan Thompson, Sudbury, Ontario; Maureen 
Tinnesz, Raleigh, NC; Barry Tracy, New York, NY; Christine Trefethan, 
Bethel; Mark Vail, Salt lake City, UT; Jerry Vincent, Bethel, Shireen Vincent, 
Bethel; Donald Wales, Salem, OR; Bev Wanlin, Pinole, CA; Weld Historical 
Society, Weld; Gail Weston, Rumford; Roger Wheeler, Bethel; Nancy White, 
Bethel; Nancy Willard, Bryant Pond; Carolyn Winslow, Manchester, MA; 
Nancy' Willard, Bryant Pond; Gail Witter, Bethel; Rebecca Zicarelli, Bethel. 

Senior 

Esther E. Anderson, Brockton, MA; Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH; 
Elizabeth Bailey, Bethel; Elizabeth Baker, Rumford Point; Dorothy Barger, 
Stillwater; Shirley Bassett, Derby, VT; Dulcie Bean, Williamsburg, VA; Lois 
Beaudoin, Berlin, NH; Ellen Beecher, Plainfield, IN; Bessie Bennett, 
Bethel; Sharon Bennett, Mission, TX; Mary Billings, Biyant Pond; Lewis 
Bissell, Jackson, NH; Susan Black, Bridgton; Charles Blake, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Blake, Bethel; Patricia Blake, Bethel; Kaye Blossey, Eustis, FL; 
Otto Blossey, Eustis, FL; Lillian Bomhoff, Stroudsburg, PA; Donald 
Bonney, Emerysville, CA; Raymond Bradley, Wakefield, Rl; Sally Bradley, 
Wakefield, RI; Dana Bresnahan, Pasadena, CA; Mary Bresnahan, 
Pasadena, CA; Betty Britt, Blue Hill Falls; Bessie Brooks, Riverside, CA; 
Charles Brooks, Riverside, CA; Marion Brooks, Naples; Caroline Brown, 
Colorado Springs, CO; Doris Brown, Bethel; Geneva Brown, Norway; 
Stanley Brown, Bethel; Ida Bryant, Bangor; Albert Buck, Oxford; Norma 
Buck, Oxford; Muriel Butters, Bethel; Allan Carlson, Lebanon; Ann 
Carlson, Lebanon; Ethel Carpenter, Whitefield, NH; Lyndell Carter, 
Bethel; Richard Carter, Bethel; Beverly Cassara, Cambridge, MA; Ernest 
Cassara, Cambridge, MA; Reginald Chamberlain, Rumford; Albert 
Chapman, Harbert, MI; Jeanette Clifford, South Paris; Adaline Clough, 
Bethel; Marguerite Colby, Oxford; Raymond Colby, Oxford; Irene Cole, 
Waltham, MA; Evelyn Collins, New Cumberland, PA; Edgar Coolidge, 
Bethel; Ruth Cox, Rumford; Barbara Crocker, Riverside, RI; Ruth 
Cummings, Bethel; Edna Curtis, Bethel; Jerrold Davis, Naples, FL; Carol 
deLemos, Needham, MA; Edward deLemos, Needham, MA; Ruth Dobson, 
Hopkinton, NH; Gayland Dooen, Bethel; Mary Dooen, Bethel; Marianne 
Durgin, Belmont, MA; Margaret Edwards, Upton; Mary Eichel, Worcester, 
MA; Robert Eichel, Worcester, MA; Burton Emerson, Falls Church, VA; 
Natalie Fain, Assonet, MA; Richard Fain, Assonet, MA; Jessie Fairbanks, 
South Paris; Martha Farrington, Boothbay Harbor; Joanne Fortier, 
Windham; Louise Franklyn, Raymond, NH; Clarice Gibson, Bethel; Jane 
Gibson, West Paris; William Gibson, West Paris; Arthur Gilbert, West 
Bethel; Betty Gilbert, Bethel; Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel; Donald 
Goodenough, Trenton, NJ; Alice Gray, Standish; Vernina Gray, North 
Waterford; Jean Grover, Locke Mills; Dr. David Hall, Butte, MT; Mary Hall, 
Butte, MT; Charles Hamlin, Longmeadow, MA; Kathryn Hamlin, 
Lxmgmeadow, MA; Edward Hastings, Stevensville, MT; William Hastings, 
Gorham, NH; l^eslie Hathaway, Conway, NH; Michael Hathaway, Conway, 
NH; George Hayes, Sr., Bethel; Clayton Heath, Norway; Helen Heath, 


Norway; Donald Helms, E. Lyme, CT; Molly Helms, E. Lyme, CT; Kathleen 
Holden, West Paris; Lucille Holman, Dixfield; I.yman Holman, Dixfield; 
Frank Houghton, Winter Park, FL; Alfred Howard, Augusta; George Howe, 
Meridian, ID; Marita Hunton, Norway; Lee Hutchins, Bethel; Irene 
Hutchinson, Dixfield; R. Douglas Hutchinson, Dixfield; Irene Hutchinson, 
Dixfield; Vernon Ingraham, Marian, MA; Mildred Jackson, Bethel; John^^ ». 
Jacobsen, Jr., New York, NY; Eleanor Johnson, Portland; Elaine Jones, 
Portland; Dr. Harold Jones, Raymond; John Jones, Portland; Frances 
Jordan, Poland; Dene Kaufner, Redding, CA; Virginia Kelly, Bethel; Earlon 
Keniston, Bethel; Thomas Kennaugh, Bethel; Elizabeth Kilgore, 
Interlachen, FL; Alice Kimball, Bethel; Carroll Kimball, Frederickton, New 
Brunswick; Herbert Kittredge, Hanover; Ruth Kittredge, Hanover; Thelma 
Knight, Campbellsville, KY; Mary Kort, Minocqua, WI; Tom Did wig, 
Woodland Hills, CA; Edith I.uwrence, Portland; Peter Lenz, Norway; Ravae 
leppanen, Lakeport, CA; James I/icke, Topeka, KS; Lucile Loukin, Ft. 
Pierce, FL; Alfred Lovejoy, Traverse City, MI; Ida Lovejoy, West Paris; Mary 
l.ovejoy, West Paris; Arlene B. Lyon, Gray; Phyllis MacAulay, Newark, NJ; 
Thomas MacAulay, Newark, NJ; Blake MacKay, Bethel; Beulah Martins, 
Deland, FL; Shirley Matero, South Paris; Wilho Matero, South Paris; 
Robert McCrea, Meriden, CT; Marna McGinniss, Bethel; Paul McMahon, 
Middletown, RI; Anthony Melli, Westport, MA. Rosemary Melli, Westport, 

MA; Caroline Merrill, Bethel; Blaine Mills, Dicke Mills; Elizabeth Mills, 
Bethel; Margaret Mills, Ixrcke Mills; Robert Mills; Patricia Moore, Fresno, 

CA; Ann Morris, Grants Pass, OR; Dorothy Mulroy, Wellesley, MA; Carol 
Nielsen, Bethel; Yvonne Nowlin, Summerfield, FL; Florence O'Connor, 
Brockton, MA; Beverly Onofrio, Central Falls, RI; Mansfield Packard, South 
Paris; Gilman Page, Frenchville; Earlon Paine, Bethel; Mary Paine, Bethel; 
Yvonne Pendleton, Sunnyvale, CA; Marion Perkins, Beverly Hills, FL; 
Raymond Potvin, Andover, MA; Eunice Powell, Hanover; David Powers, 
Springfield, ME; Ruth Pryor, Littleton, NH; Joan Putnam, Bryant Pond; 
Norman Putnam, Bryant Pond; Avis Rand, Harrison; Philip Richards, 
Sweden; Elizabeth Robertson, Bethel; Henry Robertson, Bethel; Adelaide 
Robinson, Yarmouthport, MA; Lillian Rose, Portsmouth, NH; Patricia Ruff, 
Rumford; Edith Russell, Fryeburg; Irene Russell, Bethel; Ruth Salo, South 
Paris; Raymond Scribner, Huntington, IN; Ruth Scribner, Huntington, IN; 
Ruth Scribner, Sumner; Charles Sherman, Portersville, CA; Margaret 
Sibert, Vineyard Haven, MA; Ruth Silver, Bethel; James Smith, South Paris; 
Pauline Smith, Bethel; Ronald Smith, Freeport; Gloria Snyder, West Bethel; 
Ronald Snyder, West Bethel; Ruth Sorofman, Rochelle, -GA; Myrtle Speer, 
Albuquerque, NM; Donald Stanley, South Portland; Warren Stearns, 
Hanover; Marion Stock, Ramona, CA; Alta Sturgis, South Portland; Joan 
Swallow, Danville, VT; Martha Sweatt, Bethel; Sigmund Sysko, Lewiston; 
Myra Taranto, Waltham, MA; Paul Taylor, Portland; Dr. Mary Telfer, Media, 

PA; Richard Thek, Seaford, DE; Clara Thurston, North Fryeburg; Jane 
Torrence, Huntington Beach, CA; Althea Tucker, New Gloucester; 
Constance Tutlis, Mexico; Janice Twitchell, Haddonfield, NJ; Robert 
Twitcheil, Haddonfield, NJ; Frances Usenik, Kennebunkport; Mary 
Valentine, Bethel; Geraldine Vangsness, Wanamingo, MN; Barbara 
Wheeler, West Paris; Margaret Wheeler, Bethel; Margaret Wheeler, 
Littleton, CO; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; Thomas Wheeler, Bethel; Maynard 
White, Haverhill, MA; Frances Whitman, Bethel; Bernard Wideman, North 
Berwick; Bindley Wieden, Bethel; Pauline Wieden, Bethel; Marie Witter, 
Bethel; Richard York, Anaconda, MT; Robert Young, Essex, MA 

Student 

Victoria Coolidge, Bethel; Erica Gunderson, Bethel; Christopher Hart, 
Bangor; Eiranne Hart, Bangor; Erin Murphy, Bethel; William Murphy, 
Bethel; Sarah Vedella, Bethel; Jessie Wight, Bethel; Justin Wight, Bethel 

Individual Preference 

Martha Clark, Portsmouth, NH; Lillian Conant, Bethel; Roger Conant, 
Bethel; Susan Hamill, Richmond, VA; H. Merrill I.uthe, Portland; Ann 
Mason, Gorham; Craig Mason, Gorham; Jean Ness, Auburn; Norman 
Ness, Jr., Auburn; Olive Risko, Bryant Pond; Dorothy Stevens, E. 
Greenwich, RI; Thomas Stevens, E. Greenwich, RI 

(Diary, continued from page 7) 

opposite page. Not drawn to scale. June 27. Raining. 
Dressed chickens. Cleaned up planter. Bob in Bethel. First 
pullets egg from cross-breds. Exactly four months old. 
June 28. Cold and showery. Went to Greenwood and 
picked strawberries, 6 crates. We brought 1 crate home to 
can. June 29. Cold and showery. Peeling near Gossom 
Road. Left foot is extra lame. June 30. Warmer. Moved 



cross-bred pullets to new range. Peeled about 11/2 cords. 
40 cords + or -. Greased car. Foot is awful lame. Bob mowed 
some hay. July 1, Cool. Peeling. July 2, Cool. Dressed poul- 
try. Mowed hay. Got in two loads. July 3. Cool and cloudy, 
^aked scattering. Started at noon for Umbagog Lake. 
Bnted at Lakeside. Rained all night. July 4. Cool and 
cloudy. I "broke my back" lifting the canoe. Went to 
Norway and Swett fixed it but had to give up the trip. Too 
sore. Got home about 4 P.M. July 5. Cloudy and cool. In bed 
all day. Back is bad. July 6. Went to Norway and had back 
fixed. July 7. Fair. Repaired sprayer. Gaining. July 8. Fair. 
Repaired pump and pipe for spray water. July 9. Partly 
cloudy. Mowed and sprayed 2 1/2 acres. July 10. Cloudy 
and rainy. 4-5 loads of hay out. Nice!! Back to Norway for a 
treatment. Odered a Myers Thresher Tank Pump. 5X5, 
2000 gal. per hr. capacity for our spray material. $14.50. July 
11. Cloudy. Bethel with butter, eggs, etc. Butter .35, Eggs 
.35, Chicken .30. Finished peeling. July 12. Cloudy. Went to 
Greenwood in p.m. Swam in Twitchell. July 13. Clearing. 
Haying on Home Place. July 14. Fair and Warm. Windy and 
smoky. Sprayed 10 acres. Bugs are bad. Haying. Mowing 
with tractor. Insured my car in the Grange Co. Chesley 
Saunders came over and wrote the policy. July 16. Haying 
and spraying. July 17. Haying. Went to see Swett in eve. 
"Discharged as cured." July 18. Nice Day. Finished Home 
Piece. Grange meeting at B. Pond. July 19. Fine Day. 
Greenwood. Lockes Mills for tennis. July 20. Haying on 
"Horse Pasture" and "Ephraim Piece." July 21. Ditto. 
Pulled weeds on spuds. Shower in P.M. July 22. Clearing. 
Nice hay day. Nearly Unshed the mowing. July 23. Cloudy. 
Norway for barrels and pump. Set up pump. Works nice! 
Finished mowing. F. & Game meeting in eve. Bad shower 
^^Sfid no lights until 10 P.M. July 24. Raining!! & How!! 
ressed poultry. Cleaned Coburn cellar. I stuck a pitch- 
tork thru my hand. Bethel with chickens and eggs. July 25. 
Fair and Cool. Spraying on Bean piece and Crow Piece. 
Sprayed 14 acres. Pulled weeds and got 1 load of hay. One 
load is left out. Went to Norway to movies with Lauri and 
Evelyn [Tamminen, Ruth's sister and husband]. Home at 
12:30. July 26. Showery. Greenwood. Went to So. 
Woodstock to a ballgame. Gr.-2: S.W.-7. July 27. Fair and 
warm. Sprayed Dave's potatoes. 160 gal. and 80 gals. 
Dressed chickens. Sprayed our spuds 300 gals. John's 
spuds 80 gals. Ray Parker called. Finished haying!!!! July 28. 
Fair and warm. Set up ensilage cutter. Pulled weeds. 
Sprayed. Put lags back on tractor. Dug a few spuds. Good 
size. July 29. Fair and warm. Cut in ensilage (about 3 feet). 
Pulled weeds on Crow Farm. July 30. Fair and warm. 
Dressed 18 chickens. Jacked up roof of barn. Cut stageing 
poles. July 31. Fair and warm. 35th birthday. Dressed 18 
chickens. Mowed silage oats. Went swimming in eve. at 
South Pond. Cold!!! August 1. Fair and warm. Cut in silage. 
Changed boom on sprayer and sprayed spuds. Broke down 
3 times. August 2. Cloudy and smoky. Went to Wild River 
Ranger Station, 5 1/2 miles above Hastings. Then went to 
Edward's camp on Lower Kezar via Evans Notch and Cold 
River. Canoed a little. Cranberries are quite thick. Bob brot 
home 8 Rock Cockerals. August 3. Cloudy. Cut in silage. 
About 6 ft.up in silo. August 4. Sprayed. August 5. Clear and 
warm. Painted on Bob's house all day. August 6. Raining in 
AM. Cut in silage for Ceylon. F. & Games meeting in eve. 
jgust 7. Clear and warm. Farm Bureau tour started at our 
farm. Demonstrated Bordeau mixing. Dug 30 bu. spuds. 
Good size and average 250 bu. per acre. Loaded Bob up for 
Portland. August 8. Fair and hot. Dressed poultry and took 
poultry, eggs, butter, peas, and potatoes to Bethel. Spuds 

(continued on page 10) 


THE BETHEL SOLIDIERS OF '61 

From the pages of the OXFORD ADVERTISER, 

19 November 1886, compiled by Judge C. F. Whitman of 
Norway 


A general court marshall was organized on the 2nd of 
June for the trial of offenders of which court Col. Edwards 
was selected as president. Nine 
cases in all were disposed of and 
the judgment of the board in every 
case approved. 

The regiment at this time was 
encamped near where "Washing- 
ton spent his boyhood days." The 
wounded sailors in the hospital 
were generally doing well. Two of 
them, however, died. One of these 
was Lieut. Smith G. Bailey of 
Poland, who commanded Co. H. in 
the Chancellorsville campaign. He 
had been a graduate of Tufts 
College, was a fine officer and had 
he lived was sure to have made his 
mark among the gallant defenders 
of his country. Col. Edwards deeply deplored the loss of 
his "right-hand man" as he called him in a letter to his 
folks at home. 





The hills on the opposite side of the river were covered 
with the tents of the Rebel soldiers. The leading spirits of 
the Rebellion were preparing for a second invasion of the 
North and did not care to bring on a general engagement, 
and the two armies lay in quiet view of each other for some 
time. A great sensation was caused one day by the colonel 
and two other officers meeting some Rebel official of equal 
rank between the lines of the two armies and exchanging 
papers while the regiment was on picket. The affair was 
witnessed by thousands of men on both sides. 

The movement of the enemy for transferring the seat of 
war to free-soil began quite early in the month of June and 
soon our army was also on the move. In the face of the 
enemy, Hooker was superseded and Gen. Geo. B. Meade 
appointed in his stead--Gen. Reynolds in command of the 
1st corps having declined to take the place. The two 
armies met in the vicinity of Gettysburg, PA, on the 1st day 
of July 1863, where on that and the two following days a 
great battle was fought which is generally regarded as the 
turning point in the contest. 

During the greater part of the month of June, the regi- 
ment had been making long and weary marches, till the 
feet of the men were blistered and they were nearly worn 
out. The first of July found the regiment resting quietly in 
camp near Manchester situated in the northern part of 
Maryland and near the state line. The day passed without 
incident and the men were unaware that Reynolds had 
already met the enemy at Gettysburg, and had been killed 
in the battle. 


The union troops had a magnificent reception in this 
part of the state. The Rebels had been there before them 
and stripped the country of whatever they needed but it 
did not check the enthusiasm of our soldiers as they occu- 
pied the country after them. "The people here are the best 
in the world," writes the regiment's colonel. "They give 
away thousands of dollars worth of eatables every day. 

(continued on page 10) 



(Diary, continued from page 9) 

are $1.80 at store, 50 cents a peck. Home at 3:30 and got a 
load of oats for John and Noyes. Bob in Portland with spuds 
45 cents per peck. August 9. Fair and hot! Went up to pulp 
cutting with Jorgen. Church down here in P.M. Rev. 
McKillop. After church, went for ride down thru East 
Woodstock. Stopped at Verne Smith's camp on N. Pond 
Nice location and camp. August 10. Hot. Painting, etc. 
August 11. Fair and cool. Spreading manure on Ephraim 
piece. August 12. Fair and cool. Finished spreading. Plowed. 
August 14. Cloudy but hot!! Shingled. Finished plowing 6-7 
acres. August 15. Raining. No field day [Fish and Game] 
today. Collected our $100 rain insurance and postponed 
until the 22nd. Norway in P.M. "Showboat" picture in eve. 
Darn good picture! August 16. Fair and hot. Hottest day on 
record. Went to Greenwood. Got cattle down from hill. 
August 17. Cloudy and cool. Sprayed in A.M. Potatoes are 
going back with early blight. Sessions brot Farwell's and our 
thresher. Old machine $125. Worked on it in p.m. August 18. 
+38 deg. Cold! Fair. Bethel with potatoes. $1.50 bu. Sold tick- 
ets and membership and membership card to F. & G. Ass'n. 
Tinkered thresher in P.M.. August 19. Cloudy, clearing. Hot! 
Finished repairing thresher. Turned oats. Threshed two 
loads. Worked fine. Hal's folks [Harold Hastings) called in 
eve. August 20. Clear. Threshing. 9 loads for Farwell. 240 bu. 
+/- Loaded a load of our oats. August 21. Clear, cloudy at 
noon, rain in P.M. Got 4 loads of oats loaded and threshed 
all but 1/2 load. Stopped because of rain. Took load of straw 
to Greenwood [mulch for George Cole's berry beds] . August 
22. Rain. Held Field Day of Fish & Game Ass'n. Not much 
crowd. Col. Frank Southard of Augusta and Simon Hamlin 
of South Portland spoke. Boat races etc. No drawing of 
prizes because all books were not in. August 23. Clearing. 
Went to see Uncle John about working here. Went to 
Kenyon's camp. Church in P.M. After church we went to 
Farwell Hill after blackberries. Saw a fox. August 24. Cloudy. 
Dressing hens. Mowed 1 acre of oats. August 25. Clear and 
cool. Spraying for last time. Harrowed Eph piece in p.m. 
Cold wind. August 26. +33 deg. Clear and cold. Threshing. 2 
loads for us. 4 loads for Ceylon. Put in one hour on Newt's 
barn lights. August 27. +36 deg. Cool. Mowed 2nd crop. We 
have about 6-7 acres of it. Remarkably good. 1 hr. on Newt's 
light. Hauled wood. August 28. +38 deg. Clear and cold. 
Dressed poultry and mowed millet. Bob gone to Farm 
Bureau field day. August 29. Rain. All day & eve. Cold! Bethel 
with produce. Cleaned henhouse. Made a gunrack with the 
horns of my 200 lb. 6 point buck shot in 1930 with the 40-82 
Winchester. Iva Bartlett and Loton Hutchinson wedding. 
August 30. Wet & overcast. Greenwood. Aunt Flora is there. 
August 31. Foggy, cloudy and showers in P.M. Dad, Geo. 
Cole and myself started for No. 6 on a cruising trip. Went via 
Rumford, Wilton, Farmington, Phillips. Dan Fields man Mr. 
Beals went in with us. Camped in an old camp. 

(Bethel Soldiers, continued from page 9) 

Some have even given all they had, without saving enough 
for themselves a single day. We passed a beautiful brick 
school house the other day just as the scholars were let 
out. It reminded me of home. As we reached the place 
(Manchester) the band played and our troops marched in 
splendid style. Thousands of flags and handkerchiefs were 
waved. I felt proud at the head of my little regiment 
heroes. We passed through and camped a short distance 
out of the city. The country abounds with cherries. The 
trees are loaded with them. As I sit writing I see from my 
tent door the boys lugging in stuff from the farm house, 
such as bread, cakes, milk, butter, etc. Hundreds of ladies 


are working their hands off cooking for the soldiers. Jimmy 
has just come in with a load. He says there is not a woman 
within five miles from here who slept a wink last night as 
they were up cooking for the Union troops. Some of them 
have cooked up two or three barrels of flour apiece, and^». 
many of them won't take a cent of pay for it." Here is t 
glimpse of the patriotic people of northern Maryland which 
does them great credit. Let it be remembered to their eter- 
nal glory, while our children and children's children shall 
prize the government of our country, what our soldiers by 
their sacrifices and blood have preserved to us and them. 

A hot and sultry night succeeded the day, and the sol- 
diers of the regiment, having feasted upon the best which 
the country afforded, has laid down to rest and sleep, when 
the order to strike tents and get ready to move at once came 
and like the good soldiers they were they sprang forward 
with alacrity to obey. Forty miles away our troops were 
hastily gathering behind the defenses of Cemetery Ridge, 
which had been selected as the battleground. Hour after 
hour tramped the 6th Corps. The sun rose upon their ranks 
covered with dust. No halt for breakfast. On, on they 
marched for they were needed at the front. The hot July sun 
poured its rays upon them. The distant roar of cannon told 
them that the battle was "on once more" and more than 
the fife and drum it quickened their footsteps and made 
them eager for the fray. The 3rd Corps was battling with the 
enemy-its commander having been purposely brought on 
the contest, fearing that Meade didn't intend to fight. His 
lines formed a triangle whose apex was toward the enemy, 
and which were driven toward the enemy, and which were 
driven back to a horizontal before the day was over. It gave 
the Rebels such courage that on the following day, Pickett's 
grand charge was made and the flower of the Confederate"^ 
armies went down in blood before the Northern cannons 
upon the heights of Cemeteiy Ridge. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 2nd of July, the 
6th Corps led by the 5th Maine arrived on the field. The 
news flew from division to division, and cheer upon cheer 
ran along the lines. The "fighting sixth" under the gallant 
Sedgewick had come to the rescue. The men were wild with 
excitement. Victory was now assured. At once it moved to 
the front and took position, and the enemy fell back. A good 
position was then secured and there was nothing for them 
to do but hold it. The 5th Maine was placed on Little Round 
Top, which the brave Chamberlain had so nobly held. 

The night closed in with both armies waiting for the 
morrow. That evening, a detachment of three companies 
of the regiment made a reconnaissance and recovered one 
gun, two caissons and a bunker of the 9th Mass. Battery, 
which had been taken by the enemy during the fight of 
Sickles' Corps. They slept on their arms upon the hard 
rocks of Little Round Top, where they had erected a 
breastwork of rocks and stones. The sun rose grand and 
beautiful upon Patriot and Traitor, waiting for the contest 
which would decide the fate of the Nation. The forenoon 
wore away. At one o'clock the storm of battle broke, shak- 
ing the earth under their feet, as with the shock of an 
earthquake. The air was full of bursting shells, solid shot 
plowed the ground and the missiles of death flew every- 
where. Two hours the cannonading continued when a lul 
in the storm took place. Then came the famous charge ol 
Pickett which was repulsed with heavy loss, and during the 
following night, the Rebel chief gathered along his shat- 
tered forces and "silently stole away." 

(to be continued in the next issue) 
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A view of the Locke Mountain House as it looked in Miss Locke's day at the turn of the century. Photo courtesy of James 
and Marilyn Swan. 



The former Locke Mountain House which 
hosted scores of visitors to Bethel in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries and made 
Yimous by Ruth Crosby's book, I VP4S A 
JMMER BOARDER, burned October 3, 
1999. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Died, 15 March 1999, John Blakney, Jr., Plainfield, New 
Jersey, Senior Member 

Died, 15 October 1999, Marilyn Boyker Hammel, 
Tampa, FL, Life Member 

Died, 30 October 1999, M. Heinie Merrill, Brunswick, 
Life Member 

Died, 2 November 1999, Linda Harrington, Newry, 
Sustaining Member 

Died, 6 November 1999, Marguerite Quinn, West 
Burke, VT, Honorary Member 

Died, 23 November 1999, Marion E. Chapman, 
Hermitage, PA, Life Member 

Died, 24 November 1999, Floribel B. Haines, Bethel, 
Charter and Honorary Member 

Died, 13 December 1999, Allan Fraser, Bethel, Life and 
Honorary Member 


2000 LECTURE SCHEDULE 

May 4, “Ed Muskie of Maine," Christopher Beam, Ph.D., 
Director, Muskie Archives, Bates College 

June 1, “Chansonetta Stanley Emmons: Maine 
Photographer,” Marius Peladeau, L. C. Bates Museum 

August 1 1, Hall Memorial Lecture, “The Intersection of 
Constitutions, Prohibition Laws, and Wife Abuse in 19th 
Century New England and New York,” Jerome Nadelhaft, 
Ph.D., Emeritus Professor, University of Maine 

September 7, Annual Meeting, "Callow, Brave and True: 
Civil War Boy Soldiers,” Jay Hoar, University of Maine at 
Farmington 

October 5, “Where’s Rumford? 200 Years of Rumford 
History,” Linda Farr Macgregor, Rumford Bicentennial 
Oral History Committee 

November 2, “William Bingham II: Philanthropist," 
Stanley Russell Howe, Ph.D., Executive Director, Bethel 
Historical Society 

All lectures will begin at 7:30 P.M. and will be held in the 
meeting room of the Dr. Moses Mason House unless oth- 
erwise specified. Please call or e-mail the Society for fur- 
ther details. 
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